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SME criteria for eligibility 

for Josefin initiative
SME criteria for eligibility and selection for Josefin project are defined in the two following groups of criteria; 

Criteria on the company aspect:
· Geographical Criteria

· SME Sector Criteria

· Sustainability check

· De minimis check

Criteria on Internationalisation and innovation aspect:

· Level of internationalisation 

· Level of innovativeness

Description of criteria:
Geographical Criteria

The company applicant has to be located in Josefin Region:
SME Sector Criteria

The company applicant has to be from SME sector

The category of micro, small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) is made up of enterprises which employ fewer than 250 persons and which have an annual turnover not exceeding 50 million euro, and/or an annual balance sheet total not exceeding EUR 43 million. In all other matters the regulations of the Commission Regulation 364/2004 of 25 February 2004 (especially Annex 1) is binding.

Sustainability check

The sustainability criteria have to make sure no dangerous or not socially accepted technology is supported within the project. It is up to each region or state to dress a list of branches that should be excluded from project participation due to lack of social acceptance.

Nonetheless, every company candidate should provide:

· declaration on lack of arrears to the Treasury
De minimis check

The company has to declare it does not exceed the maximum sum for public aid according to the de minimis rule. Further grade of coaching is dependant on the remaining de minimis amount. The value of the guarantee is computed as 13% of the loan amount and is also a part of de minimis support. The value of the coaching service (100% financed by Josefin project) has to be added. Companies application with insufficient remaining de minimis amount should be rejected.
Due to Commission Regulation No 1998/2006 some branches and actions are excluded from support within JOSEFIN. 
· Active in the fishery and aquaculture sectors

· Primary production of agricultural products

· Processing and marketing of agricultural products

· Export-related activities

· Use of domestic over imported goods

· Coal sector

· Road freight transport vehicles

Internationalisation and innovation level 
The test has two stages – each project gets an internationalisation-level and an innovation level. 
The sum of both has to be at least 2 points and at each stage it has to get at least 1 point to ensure a projects which fits the JOSEFIN requirements.
The second aim of this classification is the better estimation of coaching costs, which is required for the de-minimis check. 
Levels of internationalisation of project:

1. local project with no links to trans-nationality (0 points)
Project idea that has only local character.
2. local project with theoretical, transnational potential (2 points)
At current stage no international links have been made. Theoretically, the project can be expended international. 
The JOSEFIN role:

· Assistance in internationalisation process,
· Assistance in application for financing.
3. local project, partners with no or little international experience but with first contacts (4 points)
At current stage no international links have been made. 
The JOSEFIN role:

· Teach applicants to think international,
· Search through EEN and Josefin network for appropriate partners abroad,
· Assistance in internationalisation process,
· Assistance in application for financing.

4. local project, partners have international experience (6 points)
The JOSEFIN role:

· Search through EEN for appropriate partners abroad,
· Assistance in internationalisation process,
· Assistance in application for financing.
5. international project, specific partners needed (8 points)
The JOSEFIN role:

· Search through EEN for appropriate partners abroad,
· Assistance in application for financing.  
6. international project, all required partners given (10 points)
The only action for JOSEFIN-coaches is the assistance in application for finance. 
Levels of innovativeness:

1. no innovation (0 points)
2. new use for an existing technology – research phase (1 point)
3. new use for an existing technology – development phase (2 points)
4. new technology – research phase (3 points)
5. new technology – development phase (4 points)
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